
Favorite Bible Passages 
(New International Version)
______________________________ 

John 3:16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal 
life. 

Romans 8:38-39 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, 
neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor 
any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 

2 Chr 19:7 Now let the fear of the LORD be upon you. Judge 
carefully, for with the LORD our God there is no injustice or partiality 
or bribery." 

Romans 2:11 For God does not show favoritism. 

Eph 6:9 And masters, treat your slaves in the same way. Do not 
threaten them, since you know that he who is both their Master and 
yours is in heaven, and there is no favoritism with him. 

Col 3:25 Anyone who does wrong will be repaid for his wrong, and 
there is no favoritism. 

Romans 12:1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy,
to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God-- 
this is your spiritual act of worship. 

1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will 
forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

James 4:8 Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash 
your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 
Proverbs 11:29 He who brings trouble on his family will inherit only 
wind... 

Ecclesiastes 5:16 This too is a grievous evil: As a man comes, so he 
departs, and what does he gain, since he toils for the wind? 

Psalms 126:6 He who goes out weeping, carrying seed to sow, will 
return with songs of joy, carrying sheaves with him. 

1 Peter 2:6-8 For in Scripture it says: "See, I lay a stone in Zion, a 
chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will 
never be put to shame." 7 Now to you who believe, this stone is 
precious. But to those who do not believe, "The stone the builders 
rejected has become the capstone," 8 and, "A stone that causes men
to stumble and a rock that makes them fall." They stumble because 
they disobey the message-- which is also what they were destined 
for. 

Zephaniah 3:15-20 The LORD has taken away your punishment, he 



has turned back your enemy. The LORD, the King of Israel, is with 
you; never again will you fear any harm. 16 On that day they will say 
to Jerusalem, "Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands hang limp. 
17 The LORD your God is with you, he is mighty to save. He will take
great delight in you, he will quiet you with his love, he will rejoice 
over you with singing." 18 "The sorrows for the appointed feasts I will
remove from you; they are a burden and a reproach to you. 19 At 
that time I will deal with all who oppressed you; I will rescue the lame
and gather those who have been scattered. I will give them praise 
and honor in every land where they were put to shame. 20 At that 
time I will gather you; at that time I will bring you home. I will give you
honor and praise among all the peoples of the earth when I restore 
your fortunes before your very eyes," says the LORD. 

Habakuk 2:4 "See, he is puffed up; his desires are not upright-- but 
the righteous will live by his faith-- 

Gen 6:3 Then the LORD said, "My Spirit will not contend with man 
forever, for he is mortal; his days will be a hundred and twenty 
years." 

2 Cor 12:9 But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my 
power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the 
more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest 
on me. 

Romans 8:17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs-- heirs of 
God and co- heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in 
order that we may also share in his glory. 

Phillipians 4:13 I can do everything through him who gives me 
strength. 

Matthew 7:12 So in everything, do to others what you would have 
them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets. 

Matthew 5:3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven. 

Matthew 5:4 Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be 
comforted. 

Matthew 5:5 Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

Matthew 5:6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they will be filled. 

Matthew 5:7 Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 

Matthew 5:8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

Matthew 5:9 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called 
sons of God. 

Matthew 5:10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of 
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Matthew 5:11 



"Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely 
say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 

Ephesians 4:17-32 17 So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, 
that you must no longer live as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their 
thinking. 18 They are darkened in their understanding and separated 
from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them due to 
the hardening of their hearts. 19 Having lost all sensitivity, they have 
given themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind of 
impurity, with a continual lust for more. 20 You, however, did not 
come to know Christ that way. 21 Surely you heard of him and were 
taught in him in accordance with the truth that is in Jesus. 22 You 
were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old 
self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; 23 to be made 
new in the attitude of your minds; 24 and to put on the new self, 
created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness. 25 
Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to 
his neighbor, for we are all members of one body. 26 "In your anger 
do not sin": Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, 27 
and do not give the devil a foothold. 28 He who has been stealing 
must steal no longer, but must work, doing something useful with his 
own hands, that he may have something to share with those in need.
29 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but 
only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, 
that it may benefit those who listen. 30 And do not grieve the Holy 
Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 
31 Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, 
along with every form of malice. 32 Be kind and compassionate to 
one another, forr, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave 
you. 

Ephesians 5:1-33 1 Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved 
children 2 and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave 
himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 3 But 
among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of 
any kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for 
God's holy people. 4 Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or 
coarse joking, which are out of place, but rather thanksgiving. 5 For 
of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person-- such 
a man is an idolater-- has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ 
and of God. 6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because
of such things God's wrath comes on those who are disobedient. 7 
Therefore do not be partners with them. 8 For you were once 
darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light 9
(for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and 
truth) 10 and find out what pleases the Lord. 11 Have nothing to do 
with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them. 12 For 
it is shameful even to mention what the disobedient do in secret. 13 
But everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14 for it is light 
that makes everything visible. This is why it is said: "Wake up, O 
sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you." 15 Be very 
careful, then, how you live-- not as unwise but as wise, 

16 making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil. 
17 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord's will is.
18 Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be 



filled with the Spirit. 19 Speak to one another with psalms, hymns 
and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord, 
20 always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 21 Submit to one another out of 
reverence for Christ. 22 Wives, submit to your husbands as to the 
Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the 
head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. 24 Now as 
the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their 
husbands in everything. 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ
loved the church and gave himself up for her 26 to make her holy, 
cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, 27 and to 
present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or 
any other blemish, but holy and blameless. 28 In this same way, 
husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who 
loves his wife loves himself. 29 After all, no one ever hated his own 
body, but he feeds and cares for it, just as Christ does the church--30
for we are members of his body. 31 "For this reason a man will leave 
his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will 
become one flesh." 32 This is a profound mystery-- but I am talking 
about Christ and the church. 33 However, each one of you also must
love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her 
husband. 

Ephesians 6:1-24 1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this 
is right. 2 "Honor your father and mother"-- which is the first 
commandment with a promise--3 "that it may go well with you and 
that you may enjoy long life on the earth." 4 Fathers, do not 
exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and 
instruction of the Lord. 5 Slaves, obey your earthly masters with 
respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart, just as you would obey 
Christ. 6 Obey them not only to win their favor when their eye is on 
you,but like slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from your heart. 7 
Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not men, 8 
because you know that the Lord will reward everyone for whatever 
good he does, whether he is slave or free. 9 And masters, treat your 
slaves in the same way. Do not threaten them, since you know that 
he who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no 
favoritism with him. 10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty
power. 11 Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your 
stand against the devil's schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against 
flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 
against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces 
of evil in the heavenly realms. 13 Therefore put on the full armor of 
God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand 
your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 14 Stand 
firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the 
breastplate of righteousness in place, 15 and with your feet fitted 
with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 16 In 
addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can 
extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 Take the helmet 
of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 18 
And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and 
requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for 
all the saints. 19 Pray also for me, that whenever I open my mouth, 
words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the 
mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in chains. 



Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should. 21 Tychicus, the 
dear brother and faithful servant in the Lord, will tell you everything, 
so that you also may know how I am and what I am doing. 22 I am 
sending him to you for this very purpose, that you may know how we 
are, and that he may encourage you. 23 Peace to the brothers, and 
love with faith from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 24 
Grace to all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with an undying love. 

1 Corinthians 4:14-21 14 I am not writing this to shame you, but to 
warn you, as my dear children. 15 Even though you have ten 
thousand guardians in Christ, you do not have many fathers, for in 
Christ Jesus I became your father through the gospel. 16 Therefore I 
urge you to imitate me. 17 For this reason I am sending to you 
Timothy, my son whom I love, who is faithful in the Lord. He will 
remind you of my way of life in Christ Jesus, which agrees with what 
I teach everywhere in every church. 18 Some of you have become 
arrogant, as if I were not coming to you. 19 But I will come to you 
very soon, if the Lord is willing, and then I will find out not only how 
these arrogant people are talking, but what power they have. 20 For 
the kingdom of God is not a matter of talk but of power. 21 What do 
you prefer? Shall I come to you with a whip, or in love and with a 
gentle spirit? 

1 Corinthians 5:1-13 1 It is actually reported that there is sexual 
immorality among you, and of a kind that does not occur even 
among pagans: A man has his father's wife. 2 And you are proud! 
Shouldn't you rather have been filled with grief and have put out of 
your fellowship the man who did this? 3 Even though I am not 
physically present, I am with you in spirit. And I have already passed 
judgment on the one who did this, just as if I were present. 4 When 
you are assembled in the name of our Lord Jesus and I am with you 
in spirit, and the power of our Lord Jesus is present, 5 hand this man
over to Satan, so that the sinful nature may be destroyed and his 
spirit saved on the day of the Lord. 6 Your boasting is not good. Don't
you know that a little yeast works through the whole batch of dough? 
7 Get rid of the old yeast that you may be a new batch without 
yeast-- as you really are. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been 
sacrificed. 8 Therefore let us keep the Festival, not with the old 
yeast, the yeast of malice and wickedness, but with bread without 
yeast, the bread of sincerity and truth. 9 I have written you in my 
letter not to associate with sexually immoral people--10 not at all 
meaning the people of this world who are immoral, or the greedy and
swindlers, or idolaters. In that case you would have to leave this 
world. 11 But now I am writing you that you must not associate with 
anyone who calls himself a brother but is sexually immoral or greedy,
an idolater or a slanderer, a drunkard or a swindler. With such a man 
do not even eat. 12 What business is it of mine to judge those 
outside the church? Are you not to judge those inside? 13 God will 
judge those outside. "Expel the wicked man from among you." 

1 Corinthians 6:1-20 1 If any of you has a dispute with another, dare 
he take it before the ungodly for judgment instead of before the 
saints? 2 Do you not know that the saints will judge the world? And if 
you are to judge the world, are you not competent to judge trivial 
cases? 3 Do you not know that we will judge angels? How much 
more the things of this life! 4 Therefore, if you have disputes about 



such matters, appoint as judges even men of little account in the 
church! 5 I say this to shame you. Is it possible that there is nobody 
among you wise enough to judge a dispute between believers? 6 But
instead, one brother goes to law against another-- and this in front of 
unbelievers! 7 The very fact that you have lawsuits among you 
means you have been completely defeated already. Why not rather 
be wronged? Why not rather be cheated? 8 Instead, you yourselves 
cheat and do wrong, and you do this to your brothers. 9 Do you not 
know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 
deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers 
nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders 10 nor thieves nor the
greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the 
kingdom of God. 11 And that is what some of you were. But you were
washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 12 "Everything is 
permissible for me"-- but not everything is beneficial. "Everything is 
permissible for me"-- but I will not be mastered by anything. 13 "Food
for the stomach and the stomach for food"-- but God will destroy 
them both. The body is not meant for sexual immorality, but for the 
Lord, and the Lord for the body. 14 By his power God raised the Lord
from the dead, and he will raise us also. 15 Do you not know that 
your bodies are members of Christ himself? Shall I then take the 
members of Christ and unite them with a prostitute? Never! 16 Do 
you not know that he who unites himself with a prostitute is one with 
her in body? For it is said, "The two will become one flesh." 17 But 
he who unites himself with the Lord is one with him in spirit. 18 Flee 
from sexual immorality. All other sins a man commits are outside his 
body, but he who sins sexually sins against his own body. 19 Do you 
not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, 
whom you have received from God? You are not your own; 20 you 
were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body. 1 
Corinthians 7:1-40 1 Now for the matters you wrote about: It is good 
for a man not to marry. 2 But since there is so much immorality, each
man should have his own wife, and each woman her own husband. 3
The husband should fulfill his marital duty to his wife, and likewise 
the wife to her husband. 4 The wife's body does not belong to her 
alone but also to her husband. In the same way, the husband's body 
does not belong to him alone but also to his wife. 5 Do not deprive 
each other except by mutual consent and for a time, so that you may
devote yourselves to prayer. Then come together again so that Satan
will not tempt you because of your lack of self-control. 6 I say this as 
a concession, not as a command. 7 I wish that all men were as I am. 
But each man has his own gift from God; one has this gift, another 
has that. 8 Now to the unmarried and the widows I say: It is good for 
them to stay unmarried, as I am. 9 But if they cannot control 
themselves, they should marry, for it is better to marry than to burn 
with passion. 10 To the married I give this command (not I, but the 
Lord): A wife must not separate from her husband. 11 But if she 
does, she must remain unmarried or else be reconciled to her 
husband. And a husband must not divorce his wife. 12 To the rest I 
say this (I, not the Lord): If any brother has a wife who is not a 
believer and she is willing to live with him, he must not divorce her. 
13 And if a woman has a husband who is not a believer and he is 
willing to live with her, she must not divorce him. 14 For the 
unbelieving husband has been sanctified through his wife, and the 
unbelieving wife has been sanctified through her believing husband. 



Otherwise your children would be unclean, but as it is, they are holy. 
15 But if the unbeliever leaves, let him do so. A believing man or 
woman is not bound in such circumstances; God has called us to live
in peace. 16 How do you know, wife, whether you will save your 
husband? Or, how do you know, husband, whether you will save 
your wife? 17 Nevertheless, each one should retain the place in life 
that the Lord assigned to him and to which God has called him. This 
is the rule I lay down in all the churches. 18 Was a man already 
circumcised when he was called? He should not become 
uncircumcised. Was a man uncircumcised when he was called? He 
should not be circumcised. 19 Circumcision is nothing and 
uncircumcision is nothing. Keeping God's commands is what counts. 
20 Each one should remain in the situation which he was in when 
God called him. 21 Were you a slave when you were called? Don't 
let it trouble you-- although if you can gain your freedom, do so. 22 
For he who was a slave when he was called by the Lord is the Lord's
freedman; similarly, he who was a free man when he was called is 
Christ's slave. 23 You were bought at a price; do not become slaves 
of men. 24 Brothers, each man, as responsible to God, should 
remain in the situation God called him to. 25 Now about virgins: I 
have no command from the Lord, but I give a judgment as one who 
by the Lord's mercy is trustworthy. 26 Because of the present crisis, I
think that it is good for you to remain as you are. 27 Are you 
married? Do not seek a divorce. Are you unmarried? Do not look for 
a wife. 28 But if you do marry, you have not sinned; and if a virgin 
marries, she has not sinned. But those who marry will face many 
troubles in this life, and I want to spare you this. 29 What I mean, 
brothers, is that the time is short. From now on those who have 
wives should live as if they had none; 30 those who mourn, as if they
did not; those who are happy, as if they were not; those who buy 
something, as if it were not theirs to keep; 31 those who use the 
things of the world, as if not engrossed in them. For this world in its 
present form is passing away. 32 I would like you to be free from 
concern. An unmarried man is concerned about the Lord's affairs-- 
how he can please the Lord. 33 But a married man is concerned 
about the affairs of this world--how he can please his wife-- 34 and 
his interests are divided. An unmarried woman or virgin is concerned 
about the Lord's affairs: Her aim is to be devoted to the Lord in both 
body and spirit. But a married woman is concerned about the affairs 
of this world-- how she can please her husband. 35 I am saying this 
for your own good, not to restrict you, but that you may live in a right 
way in undivided devotion to the Lord. 36 If anyone thinks he is 
acting improperly toward the virgin he is engaged to, and if she is 
getting along in years and he feels he ought to marry, he should do 
as he wants. He is not sinning. They should get married. 37 But the 
man who has settled the matter in his own mind, who is under no 
compulsion but has control over his own will, and who has made up 
his mind not to marry the virgin-- this man also does the right thing. 
38 So then, he who marries the virgin does right, but he who does 
not marry her does even better. 39 A woman is bound to her 
husband as long as he lives. But if her husband dies, she is free to 
marry anyone she wishes, but he must belong to the Lord. 40 In my 
judgment, she is happier if she stays as she is-- and I think that I too 
have the Spirit of God. 

1 Corinthians 8:1-13 1 Now about food sacrificed to idols: We know 



that we all possess knowledge. Knowledge puffs up, but love builds 
up. 2 The man who thinks he knows something does not yet know as
he ought to know. 3 But the man who loves God is known by God. 4 
So then, about eating food sacrificed to idols: We know that an idol is
nothing at all in the world and that there is no God but one. 5 For 
even if there are so-called gods, whether in heaven or on earth (as 
indeed there are many "gods" and many "lords"), 6 yet for us there is
but one God, the Father, from whom all things came and for whom 
we live; and there is but one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all 
things came and through whom we live. 7 But not everyone knows 
this. Some people are still so accustomed to idols that when they eat
such food they think of it as having been sacrificed to an idol, and 
since their conscience is weak, it is defiled. 8 But food does not bring
us near to God; we are no worse if we do not eat, and no better if we
do. 9 Be careful, however, that the exercise of your freedom does not
become a stumbling block to the weak. 10 For if anyone with a weak 
conscience sees you who have this knowledge eating in an idol's 
temple, won't he be emboldened to eat what has been sacrificed to 
idols? 11 So this weak brother, for whom Christ died, is destroyed by 
your knowledge. 12 When you sin against your brothers in this way 
and wound their weak conscience, you sin against Christ. 13 
Therefore, if what I eat causes my brother to fall into sin, I will never 
eat meat again, so that I will not cause him to fall.

1 Thessalonians 4:1-18 1 Finally, brothers, we instructed you how to 
live in order to please God, as in fact you are living. Now we ask you 
and urge you in the Lord Jesus to do this more and more. 2 For you 
know what instructions we gave you by the authority of the Lord 
Jesus. 3 It is God's will that you should be sanctified: that you should
avoid sexual immorality; 4 that each of you should learn to control his
own body in a way that is holy and honorable, 5 not in passionate 
lust like the heathen, who do not know God; 6 and that in this matter 
no one should wrong his brother or take advantage of him. The Lord 
will punish men for all such sins, as we have already told you and 
warned you. 7 For God did not call us to be impure, but to live a holy 
life. 8 Therefore, he who rejects this instruction does not reject man 
but God, who gives you his Holy Spirit. 9 Now about brotherly love 
we do not need to write to you, for you yourselves have been taught 
by God to love each other. 10 And in fact, you do love all the brothers
throughout Macedonia. Yet we urge you, brothers, to do so more and
more. 11 Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind your own 
business and to work with your hands, just as we told you, 12 so that
your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you will 
not be dependent on anybody. 13 Brothers, we do not want you to be
ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men,
who have no hope. 14 We believe that Jesus died and rose again 
and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have 
fallen asleep in him. 15 According to the Lord's own word, we tell you
that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will 
certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord 
himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the 
voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead
in Christ will rise first. 17 After that, we who are still alive and are left 
will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in
the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 18 Therefore 
encourage each other with these words. 



1 Thessalonians 5:1-28 1 Now, brothers, about times and dates we 
do not need to write to you, 2 for you know very well that the day of 
the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3 While people are saying,
"Peace and safety," destruction will come on them suddenly, as labor
pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 4 But you, 
brothers, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like
a thief. 5 You are all sons of the light and sons of the day. We do not 
belong to the night or to the darkness. 6 So then, let us not be like 
others, who are asleep, but let us be alert and self- controlled. 7 For 
those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, get drunk 
at night. 8 But since we belong to the day, let us be self- controlled, 
putting on faith and love as a breastplate, and the hope of salvation 
as a helmet. 9 For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to 
receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. 10 He died for us so
that, whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with him.
11 Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as
in fact you are doing. 12 Now we ask you, brothers, to respect those 
who work hard among you, who are over you in the Lord and who 
admonish you. 13 Hold them in the highest regard in love because of
their work. Live in peace with each other. 14 And we urge you, 
brothers, warn those who are idle, encourage the timid, help the 
weak, be patient with everyone. 15 Make sure that nobody pays 
back wrong for wrong, but always try to be kind to each other and to 
everyone else. 16 Be joyful always; 17 pray continually; 18 give 
thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ 
Jesus. 19 Do not put out the Spirit's fire; 20 do not treat prophecies 
with contempt. 21 Test everything. Hold on to the good. 22 Avoid 
every kind of evil. 23 May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify 
you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be 
kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 The one 
who calls you is faithful and he will do it. 25 Brothers, pray for us. 26 
Greet all the brothers with a holy kiss. 27 I charge you before the 
Lord to have this letter read to all the brothers. 28 The grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 1 If I speak in 
the 

The 'Love' Chapter tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, 
I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift 
of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I 
have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am 
nothing. 3 If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to
the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing. 4 Love is patient, love is
kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It is not 
rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record
of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7
It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 
8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; 
where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is 
knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy
in part, 10 but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears. 11 
When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I 
reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put childish ways 
behind me. 12 Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then 



we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, 
even as I am fully known. 13 And now these three remain: faith, hope
and love. But the greatest of these is love. 

 The stone the builders rejected has become the 

Psalms 118:22 capstone; 

Exodus 17:6 I will stand there before you by the rock at Horeb. Strike
the rock, and water will come out of it for the people to drink." So 
Moses did this in the sight of the elders of Israel. 

1 Pet 2:6-8 6 For in Scripture it says: "See, I lay a stone in Zion, a 
chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will 
never be put to shame." 7 Now to you who believe, this stone is 
precious. But to those who do not believe, "The stone the builders 
rejected has become the capstone," 8 and, "A stone that causes men
to stumble and a rock that makes them fall." They stumble because 
they disobey the message-- which is also what they were destined 
for. 

1 Corinthians 1:26-28 26 Brothers, think of what you were when you 
were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not 
many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 27 But God 
chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose 
the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28 He chose the 
lowly things of this world and the despised things-- and the things 
that are not-- to nullify the things that are, 

Matthew 7:15-20 15 "Watch out for false prophets. They come to you
in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. 16 By 
their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from 
thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17 Likewise every good tree bears
good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear 
bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that 
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 
Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them. 

James 2 My brothers, as believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ, 
don't show favoritism. 

Matthew 6:9-13 9 "This, then, is how you should pray: "`Our Father 
in heaven, hallowed be your name, 10 your kingdom come, your will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. 11 Give us today our daily bread.
12 Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 13 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.'

Psalms 118:24 This is the day the LORD has made; let us rejoice 
and be glad in it. 

James 5:17 Elijah was a man just like us. He prayed earnestly that it 



would not rain, and it did not rain on the land for three and a half 
years. 

Acts 4:12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other 
name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved." 

Malachi 3:6 "I the LORD do not change. So you, O descendants of 
Jacob, are not destroyed. 

Matthew 26:26 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave 
thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take and 
eat; this is my body." 

Luke 22:17-20 17 After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, 
"Take this and divide it among you. 18 For I tell you I will not drink 
again of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes." 19 And
he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying,
"This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me." 20 In 
the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.

Mark 16:16 Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but 
whoever does not believe will be condemned. 

2Thessalonians 2:11 For this reason God sends them a powerful 
delusion so that they will believe the lie 

The Great Commission Mark 16:15 He said to them, "Go into all the 
world and preach the good news to all creation. 

Hebrews 12:2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter 
of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, 
scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of 
God. 

2 Timothy 3:5 Having a form of godliness but denying its power. 
Have nothing to do with them. 

Matthew 18:20 For where two or three come together in my name, 
there am I with them." 

Galatians 6:7 Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man 
reaps what he sows. 

Proverbs 22:6 Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is 
old he will not turn from it. 

Isaiah 64:4 Since ancient times no one has heard, no ear has 
perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who acts on 
behalf of those who wait for him. 

1 Corinthians 2:9 However, as it is written: "No eye has seen, no ear 
has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those 
who love him"--

Genesis 50:20 You intended to harm me, but God intended it for 



good... 

Promises to the Overcomers Revelations 2:7 He who has an ear, let 
him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who 
overcomes, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in 
the paradise of God. 

Revelations 2:11 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
says to the churches. He who overcomes will not be hurt at all by the
second death. 

Revelations 2:17 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
says to the churches. To him who overcomes, I will give some of the 
hidden manna. I will also give him a white stone with a new name 
written on it, known only to him who receives it. 

Revelations 2:26 To him who overcomes and does my will to the end,
I will give authority over the nations-- 

Revelations 3:5 He who overcomes will, like them, be dressed in 
white. I will never blot out his name from the book of life, but will 
acknowledge his name before my Father and his angels. 

Revelations 3:12 Him who overcomes I will make a pillar in the 
temple of my God. Never again will he leave it. I will write on him the 
name of my God and the name of the city of my God, the new 
Jerusalem, which is coming down out of heaven from my God; and I 
will also write on him my new name. 

Revelations 3:21 To him who overcomes, I will give the right to sit 
with me on my throne, just as I overcame and sat down with my 
Father on his throne. 

Revelations 1:8 "I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God,
"who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty." 

The Martyrdom of Stephen Acts 7:54-60 54 When they heard this, 
they were furious and gnashed their teeth at him. 55 But Stephen, 
full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, 
and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 "Look," he said, "I 
see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of 
God." 57 At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their
voices, they all rushed at him, 58 dragged him out of the city and 
began to stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their clothes at 
the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 While they were stoning 
him, Stephen prayed, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." 60 Then he fell 
on his knees and cried out, "Lord, do not hold this sin against them." 
When he had said this, he fell asleep. 

The Martyrdom of John the Baptist Matthew 14:1-36 1 At that time 
Herod the tetrarch heard the reports about Jesus, 2 and he said to 
his attendants, "This is John the Baptist; he has risen from the dead! 
That is why miraculous powers are at work in him." 3 Now Herod had
arrested John and bound him and put him in prison because of 
Herodias, his brother Philip's wife, 4 for John had been saying to 



him: "It is not lawful for you to have her." 5 Herod wanted to kill John,
but he was afraid of the people, because they considered him a 
prophet. 6 On Herod's birthday the daughter of Herodias danced for 
them and pleased Herod so much 7 that he promised with an oath to
give her whatever she asked. 8 Prompted by her mother, she said, 
"Give me here on a platter the head of John the Baptist." 9 The king 
was distressed, but because of his oaths and his dinner guests, he 
ordered that her request be granted 10 and had John beheaded in 
the prison. 11 His head was brought in on a platter and given to the 
girl, who carried it to her mother. 12 John's disciples came and took 
his body and buried it. Then they went and told Jesus. 13 When 
Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat privately to a 
solitary place. Hearing of this, the crowds followed him on foot from 
the towns. 14 When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had 
compassion on them and healed their sick. 15 As evening 
approached, the disciples came to him and said, "This is a remote 
place, and it's already getting late. Send the crowds away, so they 
can go to the villages and buy themselves some food." 16 Jesus 
replied, "They do not need to go away. You give them something to 
eat." 17 "We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish," they 
answered. 18 "Bring them here to me," he said. 19 And he directed 
the people to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the 
two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the 
loaves. Then he gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave 
them to the people. 20 They all ate and were satisfied, and the 
disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left 
over. 21 The number of those who ate was about five thousand men,
besides women and children. 22 Immediately Jesus made the 
disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the other side, 
while he dismissed the crowd. 23 After he had dismissed them, he 
went up on a mountainside by himself to pray. When evening came, 
he was there alone, 24 but the boat was already a considerable 
distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the wind was 
against it. 25 During the fourth watch of the night Jesus went out to 
them, walking on the lake. 26 When the disciples saw him walking on
the lake, they were terrified. "It's a ghost," they said, and cried out in 
fear. 27 But Jesus immediately said to them: "Take courage! It is I. 
Don't be afraid." 28 "Lord, if it's you," Peter replied, "tell me to come 
to you on the water." 29 "Come," he said. Then Peter got down out of
the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 30 But when 
he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, 
"Lord, save me!" 31 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and 
caught him. "You of little faith," he said, "why did you doubt?" 32 And 
when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. 33 Then those 
who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, "Truly you are the Son 
of God." 34 When they had crossed over, they landed at Gennesaret.
35 And when the men of that place recognized Jesus, they sent word
to all the surrounding country. People brought all their sick to him 36 
and begged him to let the sick just touch the edge of his cloak, and 
all who touched him were healed. 

Mark 6:14 King Herod heard about this, for Jesus' name had become
well known. Some were saying, "John the Baptist has been raised 
from the dead, and that is why miraculous powers are at work in 
him." 



The Crucifixion of Jesus Matthew 27:1-66 1 Early in the morning, all 
the chief priests and the elders of the people came to the decision to 
put Jesus to death. 2 They bound him, led him away and handed him
over to Pilate, the governor. 3 When Judas, who had betrayed him, 
saw that Jesus was condemned, he was seized with remorse and 
returned the thirty silver coins to the chief priests and the elders. 4 "I 
have sinned," he said, "for I have betrayed innocent blood." "What is 
that to us?" they replied. "That's your responsibility." 5 So Judas 
threw the money into the temple and left. Then he went away and 
hanged himself. 6 The chief priests picked up the coins and said, "It 
is against the law to put this into the treasury, since it is blood 
money." 7 So they decided to use the money to buy the potter's field 
as a burial place for foreigners. 8 That is why it has been called the 
Field of Blood to this day. 9 Then what was spoken by Jeremiah the 
prophet was fulfilled: "They took the thirty silver coins, the price set 
on him by the people of Israel, 10 and they used them to buy the 
potter's field, as the Lord commanded me." 11 Meanwhile Jesus 
stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, "Are you the
king of the Jews?" "Yes, it is as you say," Jesus replied. 12 When he 
was accused by the chief priests and the elders, he gave no answer. 
13 Then Pilate asked him, "Don't you hear the testimony they are 
bringing against you?" 14 But Jesus made no reply, not even to a 
single charge-- to the great amazement of the governor. 15 Now it 
was the governor's custom at the Feast to release a prisoner chosen 
by the crowd. 16 At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called 
Barabbas. 17 So when the crowd had gathered, Pilate asked them, 
"Which one do you want me to release to you: Barabbas, or Jesus 
who is called Christ?" 18 For he knew it was out of envy that they 
had handed Jesus over to him. 19 While Pilate was sitting on the 
judge's seat, his wife sent him this message: "Don't have anything to 
do with that innocent man, for I have suffered a great deal today in a 
dream because of him." 20 But the chief priests and the elders 
persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus 
executed. 21 "Which of the two do you want me to release to you?" 
asked the governor. "Barabbas," they answered. 22 "What shall I do, 
then, with Jesus who is called Christ?" Pilate asked. They all 
answered, "Crucify him!" 23 "Why? What crime has he committed?" 
asked Pilate. But they shouted all the louder, "Crucify him!" 24 When 
Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an uproar 
was starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of the 
crowd. "I am innocent of this man's blood," he said. "It is your 
responsibility!" 25 All the people answered, "Let his blood be on us 
and on our children!" 26 Then he released Barabbas to them. But he 
had Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be crucified. 27 Then the
governor's soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the 
whole company of soldiers around him. 28 They stripped him and put
a scarlet robe on him, 29 and then twisted together a crown of thorns
and set it on his head. They put a staff in his right hand and knelt in 
front of him and mocked him. "Hail, king of the Jews!" they said. 30 
They spit on him, and took the staff and struck him on the head again
and again. 31 After they had mocked him, they took off the robe and 
put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him. 
32 As they were going out, they met a man from Cyrene, named 
Simon, and they forced him to carry the cross. 33 They came to a 
place called Golgotha (which means The Place of the Skull). 34 



There they offered Jesus wine to drink, mixed with gall; but after 
tasting it, he refused to drink it. 35 When they had crucified him, they
divided up his clothes by casting lots. 36 And sitting down, they kept 
watch over him there. 37 Above his head they placed the written 
charge against him: THIS IS JESUS, THE KING OF THE JEWS. 38 
Two robbers were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his 
left. 39 Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their 
heads 40 and saying, "You who are going to destroy the temple and 
build it in three days, save yourself! Come down from the cross, if 
you are the Son of God!" 41 In the same way the chief priests, the 
teachers of the law and the elders mocked him. 42 "He saved 
others," they said, "but he can't save himself! He's the King of Israel! 
Let him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him. 
43 He trusts in God. Let God rescue him now if he wants him, for he 
said, `I am the Son of God.'" 44 In the same way the robbers who 
were crucified with him also heaped insults on him. 45 From the sixth
hour until the ninth hour darkness came over all the land. 46 About 
the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lama 
sabachthani?"-- which means, "My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me?" 47 When some of those standing there heard this, 
they said, "He's calling Elijah." 48 Immediately one of them ran and 
got a sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, put it on a stick, and 
offered it to Jesus to drink. 49 The rest said, "Now leave him alone. 
Let's see if Elijah comes to save him." 50 And when Jesus had cried 
out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. 51 At that moment the
curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth 
shook and the rocks split. 52 The tombs broke open and the bodies 
of many holy people who had died were raised to life. 53 They came 
out of the tombs, and after Jesus' resurrection they went into the holy
city and appeared to many people. 54 When the centurion and those
with him who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and all that 
had happened, they were terrified, and exclaimed, "Surely he was 
the Son of God!" 55 Many women were there, watching from a 
distance. They had followed Jesus from Galilee to care for his needs.
56 Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James 
and Joses, and the mother of Zebedee's sons. 57 As evening 
approached, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, 
who had himself become a disciple of Jesus. 58 Going to Pilate, he 
asked for Jesus' body, and Pilate ordered that it be given to him. 59 
Joseph took the body, wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, 60 and 
placed it in his own new tomb that he had cut out of the rock. He 
rolled a big stone in front of the entrance to the tomb and went away. 
61 Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were sitting there opposite 
the tomb. 62 The next day, the one after Preparation Day, the chief 
priests and the Pharisees went to Pilate. 63 "Sir," they said, "we 
remember that while he was still alive that deceiver said, `After three 
days I will rise again.' 64 So give the order for the tomb to be made 
secure until the third day. Otherwise, his disciples may come and 
steal the body and tell the people that he has been raised from the 
dead. This last deception will be worse than the first." 65 "Take a 
guard," Pilate answered. "Go, make the tomb as secure as you know
how." 66 So they went and made the tomb secure by putting a seal 
on the stone and posting the guard.

The Crucifixion of Jesus Mark 15:1-47 1 Very early in the morning, 
the chief priests, with the elders, the teachers of the law and the 



whole Sanhedrin, reached a decision. They bound Jesus, led him 
away and handed him over to Pilate. 2 "Are you the king of the 
Jews?" asked Pilate. "Yes, it is as you say," Jesus replied. 3 The 
chief priests accused him of many things. 4 So again Pilate asked 
him, "Aren't you going to answer? See how many things they are 
accusing you of." 5 But Jesus still made no reply, and Pilate was 
amazed. 6 Now it was the custom at the Feast to release a prisoner 
whom the people requested. 7 A man called Barabbas was in prison 
with the insurrectionists who had committed murder in the uprising. 8
The crowd came up and asked Pilate to do for them what he usually 
did. 9 "Do you want me to release to you the king of the Jews?" 
asked Pilate, 10 knowing it was out of envy that the chief priests had 
handed Jesus over to him. 11 But the chief priests stirred up the 
crowd to have Pilate release Barabbas instead. 12 "What shall I do, 
then, with the one you call the king of the Jews?" Pilate asked them. 
13 "Crucify him!" they shouted. 14 "Why? What crime has he 
committed?" asked Pilate. But they shouted all the louder, "Crucify 
him!" 15 Wanting to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to 
them. He had Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be crucified. 16
The soldiers led Jesus away into the palace (that is, the Praetorium) 
and called together the whole company of soldiers. 17 They put a 
purple robe on him, then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it
on him. 18 And they began to call out to him, "Hail, king of the Jews!"
19 Again and again they struck him on the head with a staff and spit 
on him. Falling on their knees, they paid homage to him. 20 And 
when they had mocked him, they took off the purple robe and put his 
own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him. 21 A 
certain man from Cyrene, Simon, the father of Alexander and Rufus, 
was passing by on his way in from the country, and they forced him 
to carry the cross. 22 They brought Jesus to the place called 
Golgotha (which means The Place of the Skull). 23 Then they offered
him wine mixed with myrrh, but he did not take it. 24 And they 
crucified him. Dividing up his clothes, they cast lots to see what each
would get. 25 It was the third hour when they crucified him. 26 The 
written notice of the charge against him read: THE KING OF THE 
JEWS. 27 They crucified two robbers with him, one on his right and 
one on his left. 29 Those who passed by hurled insults at him, 
shaking their heads and saying, "So! You who are going to destroy 
the temple and build it in three days, 30 come down from the cross 
and save yourself!" 31 In the same way the chief priests and the 
teachers of the law mocked him among themselves. "He saved 
others," they said, "but he can't save himself! 32 Let this Christ, this 
King of Israel, come down now from the cross, that we may see and 
believe." Those crucified with him also heaped insults on him. 33 At 
the sixth hour darkness came over the whole land until the ninth 
hour. 34 And at the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, "Eloi, 
Eloi, lama sabachthani?"-- which means, "My God, my God, why 
have you forsaken me?" 35 When some of those standing near 
heard this, they said, "Listen, he's calling Elijah." 36 One man ran, 
filled a sponge with wine vinegar, put it on a stick, and offered it to 
Jesus to drink. "Now leave him alone. Let's see if Elijah comes to 
take him down," he said. 37 With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last. 
38 The curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. 39 
And when the centurion, who stood there in front of Jesus, heard his 
cry and saw how he died, he said, "Surely this man was the Son of 
God!" 40 Some women were watching from a distance. Among them 



were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James the younger and 
of Joses, and Salome. 41 In Galilee these women had followed him 
and cared for his needs. Many other women who had come up with 
him to Jerusalem were also there. 42 It was Preparation Day (that is,
the day before the Sabbath). So as evening approached, 43 Joseph 
of Arimathea, a prominent member of the Council, who was himself 
waiting for the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for 
Jesus' body. 44 Pilate was surprised to hear that he was already 
dead. Summoning the centurion, he asked him if Jesus had already 
died. 45 When he learned from the centurion that it was so, he gave 
the body to Joseph. 46 So Joseph bought some linen cloth, took 
down the body, wrapped it in the linen, and placed it in a tomb cut out
of rock. Then he rolled a stone against the entrance of the tomb. 47 
Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where he was 
laid.

Luke 23:1 Then the whole assembly rose and led him off to Pilate. 2 
And they began to accuse him, saying, "We have found this man 
subverting our nation. He opposes payment of taxes to Caesar and 
claims to be Christ, a king." 3 So Pilate asked Jesus, "Are you the 
king of the Jews?" "Yes, it is as you say," Jesus replied. 4 Then 
Pilate announced to the chief priests and the crowd, "I find no basis 
for a charge against this man." 5 But they insisted, "He stirs up the 
people all over Judea by his teaching. He started in Galilee and has 
come all the way here." 6 On hearing this, Pilate asked if the man 
was a Galilean. 7 When he learned that Jesus was under Herod's 
jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem at that 
time. 8 When Herod saw Jesus, he was greatly pleased, because for
a long time he had been wanting to see him. From what he had 
heard about him, he hoped to see him perform some miracle. 9 He 
plied him with many questions, but Jesus gave him no answer. 10 
The chief priests and the teachers of the law were standing there, 
vehemently accusing him. 11 Then Herod and his soldiers ridiculed 
and mocked him. Dressing him in an elegant robe, they sent him 
back to Pilate. 12 That day Herod and Pilate became friends-- before
this they had been enemies. 13 Pilate called together the chief 
priests, the rulers and the people, 14 and said to them, "You brought 
me this man as one who was inciting the people to rebellion. I have 
examined him in your presence and have found no basis for your 
charges against him. 15 Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to 
us; as you can see, he has done nothing to deserve death. 16 
Therefore, I will punish him and then release him." 18 With one voice
they cried out, "Away with this man! Release Barabbas to us!" 19 
(Barabbas had been thrown into prison for an insurrection in the city, 
and for murder.) 20 Wanting to release Jesus, Pilate appealed to 
them again. 21 But they kept shouting, "Crucify him! Crucify him!" 22 
For the third time he spoke to them: "Why? What crime has this man 
committed? I have found in him no grounds for the death penalty. 
Therefore I will have him punished and then release him." 23 But 
with loud shouts they insistently demanded that he be crucified, and 
their shouts prevailed. 24 So Pilate decided to grant their demand. 
25 He released the man who had been thrown into prison for 
insurrection and murder, the one they asked for, and surrendered 
Jesus to their will. 26 As they led him away, they seized Simon from 
Cyrene, who was on his way in from the country, and put the cross 
on him and made him carry it behind Jesus. 27 A large number of 



people followed him, including women who mourned and wailed for 
him. 28 Jesus turned and said to them, "Daughters of Jerusalem, do 
not weep for me; weep for yourselves and for your children. 29 For 
the time will come when you will say, `Blessed are the barren 
women, the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never 
nursed!' 30 Then "`they will say to the mountains, "Fall on us!" and to
the hills, "Cover us!" ' 31 For if men do these things when the tree is 
green, what will happen when it is dry?" 32 Two other men, both 
criminals, were also led out with him to be executed. 33 When they 
came to the place called the Skull, there they crucified him, along 
with the criminals-- one on his right, the other on his left. 34 Jesus 
said, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are 
doing." And they divided up his clothes by casting lots. 35 The 
people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They 
said, "He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Christ of 
God, the Chosen One." 36 The soldiers also came up and mocked 
him. They offered him wine vinegar 37 and said, "If you are the king 
of the Jews, save yourself." 38 There was a written notice above 
him, which read: THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. 39 One of the 
criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: "Aren't you the 
Christ? Save yourself and us!" 40 But the other criminal rebuked him.
"Don't you fear God," he said, "since you are under the same 
sentence? 41 We are punished justly, for we are getting what our 
deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong." 42 Then he 
said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom." 43 
Jesus answered him, "I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in
paradise." 44 It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness came 
over the whole land until the ninth hour, 45 for the sun stopped 
shining. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 46 Jesus 
called out with a loud voice, "Father, into your hands I commit my 
spirit." When he had said this, he breathed his last. 47 The centurion,
seeing what had happened, praised God and said, "Surely this was a
righteous man." 48 When all the people who had gathered to witness
this sight saw what took place, they beat their breasts and went 
away. 49 But all those who knew him, including the women who had 
followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these 
things. 50 Now there was a man named Joseph, a member of the 
Council, a good and upright man, 51 who had not consented to their 
decision and action. He came from the Judean town of Arimathea 
and he was waiting for the kingdom of God. 52 Going to Pilate, he 
asked for Jesus' body. 53 Then he took it down, wrapped it in linen 
cloth and placed it in a tomb cut in the rock, one in which no one had
yet been laid. 54 It was Preparation Day, and the Sabbath was about
to begin. 55 The women who had come with Jesus from Galilee 
followed Joseph and saw the tomb and how his body was laid in it. 
56 Then they went home and prepared spices and perfumes. But 
they rested on the Sabbath in obedience to the commandment.

John 19:1-1 Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. 2 The 
soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on his head. 
They clothed him in a purple robe 3 and went up to him again and 
again, saying, "Hail, king of the Jews!" And they struck him in the 
face. 4 Once more Pilate came out and said to the Jews, "Look, I am
bringing him out to you to let you know that I find no basis for a 
charge against him." 5 When Jesus came out wearing the crown of 
thorns and the purple robe, Pilate said to them, "Here is the man!" 6 



As soon as the chief priests and their officials saw him, they shouted,
"Crucify! Crucify!" But Pilate answered, "You take him and crucify 
him. As for me, I find no basis for a charge against him." 7 The Jews 
insisted, "We have a law, and according to that law he must die, 
because he claimed to be the Son of God." 8 When Pilate heard this,
he was even more afraid, 9 and he went back inside the palace. 
"Where do you come from?" he asked Jesus, but Jesus gave him no 
answer. 10 "Do you refuse to speak to me?" Pilate said. "Don't you 
realize I have power either to free you or to crucify you?" 11 Jesus 
answered, "You would have no power over me if it were not given to 
you from above. Therefore the one who handed me over to you is 
guilty of a greater sin." 12 From then on, Pilate tried to set Jesus 
free, but the Jews kept shouting, "If you let this man go, you are no 
friend of Caesar. Anyone who claims to be a king opposes Caesar." 
13 When Pilate heard this, he brought Jesus out and sat down on 
the judge's seat at a place known as the Stone Pavement (which in 
Aramaic is Gabbatha). 14 It was the day of Preparation of Passover 
Week, about the sixth hour. "Here is your king," Pilate said to the 
Jews. 15 But they shouted, "Take him away! Take him away! Crucify 
him!" "Shall I crucify your king?" Pilate asked. "We have no king but 
Caesar," the chief priests answered. 16 Finally Pilate handed him 
over to them to be crucified. So the soldiers took charge of Jesus. 17
Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of the Skull (which 
in Aramaic is called Golgotha). 18 Here they crucified him, and with 
him two others-- one on each side and Jesus in the middle. 19 Pilate 
had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: JESUS OF 
NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS. 20 Many of the Jews read 
this sign, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, 
and the sign was written in Aramaic, Latin and Greek. 21 The chief 
priests of the Jews protested to Pilate, "Do not write `The King of the 
Jews,' but that this man claimed to be king of the Jews." 22 Pilate 
answered, "What I have written, I have written." 23 When the 
soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into four 
shares, one for each of them, with the undergarment remaining. This 
garment was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom. 24 
"Let's not tear it," they said to one another. "Let's decide by lot who 
will get it." This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled which 
said, "They divided my garments among them and cast lots for my 
clothing." So this is what the soldiers did. 25 Near the cross of Jesus 
stood his mother, his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and 
Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother there, and the 
disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, "Dear
woman, here is your son," 27 and to the disciple, "Here is your 
mother." From that time on, this disciple took her into his home. 28 
Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture 
would be fulfilled, Jesus said, "I am thirsty." 29 A jar of wine vinegar 
was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk 
of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus' lips. 30 When he had 
received the drink, Jesus said, "It is finished." With that, he bowed 
his head and gave up his spirit. 31 Now it was the day of 
Preparation, and the next day was to be a special Sabbath. Because
the Jews did not want the bodies left on the crosses during the 
Sabbath, they asked Pilate to have the legs broken and the bodies 
taken down. 32 The soldiers therefore came and broke the legs of 
the first man who had been crucified with Jesus, and then those of 
the other. 33 But when they came to Jesus and found that he was 



already dead, they did not break his legs. 34 Instead, one of the 
soldiers pierced Jesus' side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of 
blood and water. 35 The man who saw it has given testimony, and 
his testimony is true. He knows that he tells the truth, and he testifies
so that you also may believe. 36 These things happened so that the 
scripture would be fulfilled: "Not one of his bones will be broken," 37 
and, as another scripture says, "They will look on the one they have 
pierced." 38 Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of 
Jesus. Now Joseph was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly because he 
feared the Jews. With Pilate's permission, he came and took the 
body away. 39 He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who 
earlier had visited Jesus at night. Nicodemus brought a mixture of 
myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds. 40 Taking Jesus' body, 
the two of them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. This 
was in accordance with Jewish burial customs. 41 At the place where
Jesus was crucified, there was a garden, and in the garden a new 
tomb, in which no one had ever been laid. 42 Because it was the 
Jewish day of Preparation and since the tomb was nearby, they laid 
Jesus there. 

Acts 26:28  Then Agrippa said to Paul, "Do you think that in such a 
short time you can persuade me to be a Christian?" 

Philipians 4:7 And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus. 

Philipians 3:14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which 
God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 

James 4:14 Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. 
What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and 
then vanishes. 

Philipians 1:21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 

Luke 12:10 And everyone who speaks a word against the Son of 
Man will be forgiven, but anyone who blasphemes against the Holy 
Spirit will not be forgiven. 

Luke 12:7 Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 
Don't be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows. 

James 4:3 When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with 
wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures. 

Matthew 21:22 If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for 
in prayer." 

Ask, Seek, Knock Matthew 7:7 "Ask and it will be given to you; seek 
and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 

Luke 11:9 "So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and 
you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 



Matthew 16:26 What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole 
world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for 
his soul? 

Mark 8:36 What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, yet 
forfeit his soul? 

Philipians 4:6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, 
by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to 
God. 

Philipians 4:19 And my God will meet all your needs according to his 
glorious riches in Christ Jesus. 

Philipians 2:9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and 
gave him the name that is above every name, 

Romans 8:28 And we know that in all things God works for the good 
of those who love him, who have been called according to his 
purpose. 

Romans 8:16-17 16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we 
are God's children. 
17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs-- heirs of God and co-
heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we 
may also share in his glory. 

2 Peter 1:16 We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told
you about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we 
were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 

Ephesians 6:12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but 
against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this 
dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
realms. 

Proverbs 3:5-6 5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not 
on your own understanding; 6 in all your ways acknowledge him, and
he will make your paths straight. 

Hebrews 10:25 Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in 
the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another-- and all the 
more as you see the Day approaching. 

Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and 
certain of what we do not see. 

Matthew 19:24 Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through 
the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God."

Matthew 19:14 Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me, and do
not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as 
these." 

Matthew 19:26 Jesus looked at them and said, "With man this is 



impossible, but with God all things are possible." 

Matthew 22:21b Then he said to them, "Give to Caesar what is 
Caesar's, and to God what is God's." 

Matthew 22:14 "For many are invited, but few are chosen." 

Matthew 20:16 "So the last will be first, and the first will be last." 

Matthew 18:19 "Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree 
about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in 
heaven. 

Matthew 18:20 For where two or three come together in my name, 
there am I with them." 

Matthew 18:1-6 1 At that time the disciples came to Jesus and 
asked, "Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?" 2 He called 
a little child and had him stand among them. 3 And he said: "I tell you
the truth, unless you change and become like little children, you will 
never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Therefore, whoever humbles 
himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5 
"And whoever welcomes a little child like this in my name welcomes 
me. 6 But if anyone causes one of these little ones who believe in 
me to sin, it would be better for him to have a large millstone hung 
around his neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea. 

Matthew 6:19-21 19 "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on 
earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and 
steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and 
steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

Matthew 5:44 But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those 
who persecute you, 

1 Corinthians 15:51-52 51 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all 
sleep, but we will all be changed--52 in a flash, in the twinkling of an 
eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be 
raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 

Galatians 6:9 Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the 
proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. But he said to
me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness." 

2 Corinthians 12:9 Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my
weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me. 

Matthew 24:35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will 
never pass away. 



1 Thessalonians 5:2 For you know very well that the day of the Lord 
will come like a thief in the night. 

Psalms 126:5 Those who sow in tears will reap with songs of joy. 

Matthew 5:13-16 13 "You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt 
loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer 
good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men. 14 
"You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 
Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they 
put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In 
the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see 
your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. 

John 8:12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "I am the 
light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, 
but will have the light of life." 

Matthew 15:5 But you say that if a man says to his father or mother, 
`Whatever help you might otherwise have received from me is a gift 
devoted to God,' 

Philipians 4:19 And my God will meet all your needs according to his 
glorious riches in Christ Jesus. 

1 Corinthians 15:52 In a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised 
imperishable, and we will be changed. 

Proverbs 11:29 He who brings trouble on his family will inherit only 
wind, and the fool will be servant to the wise. 

Romans 10:9 That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," 
and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will 
be saved. 

Romans 8:31 What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is 
for us, who can be against us 

THE TWENTY-THIRD PSALM 

     The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not be in want.  He makes me 
lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters,  he 
restores my soul. He guides me in paths of righteousness for his 
name's sake.  Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your 
staff, they comfort me.  You prepare a table before me in the 
presence of my enemies. You anoint my head with oil; my cup 
overflows.  Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of 
my life, and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  



THE PEACEABLE KINGDOM ISAIAH 

     The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the 
goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling together; and a little child 
will lead them.  The cow will feed with the bear, their young will lie 
down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox.  The infant will 
play near the hole of the cobra, and the young child put his hand into
the viper's nest.  They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy 
mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as 
the waters cover the sea.


